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GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS LIST 
AND EXPLANATIONS FOR ORGANIZATIONS 


Unless otherwise indicated, the dates below reflect when the organization initiated activities: 


Alumax - Aluminum company that attempted to build a large plant in Warrenton in the 1970's. 

AAUW - American Association of University Women, 1927. 

ACC - Astoria Chamber of Commerce, 1885 and AWCC 1993 when Warrenton was included. 

AHS - Astoria High School. 

ALFA - Astoria Library Friends Association. 

ASOC - Astor Street Opry Company - community theater performing an original play every year, 1984. 
Angora Club - Social walking group that likes to take hikes and cherishes our lands, 1912. 

CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates, volunteers that advocate for youth in the justice system, 
1990. 

CC - Clatsop County, 1856. 

CCC - Clatsop Community College, 1958. 

CCHS - Clatsop County Historical Society, 1950. 

CEDC - Clatsop Economic Development Commission, formed in 1980 to bring business to area. 

CMH - Columbia Memorial Hospital, 1978. 

CPASJ - Human rights & social justice group, 1990's. 

CRMM - Columbia River Maritime Museum, 1965. 

CRPU - Columbia River Packers Union, 1939-1960's. Several canneries joined to be more profitable. 
4-H - Youth development organization teaching skills in home, health, recreation, and animal husbandry. 
(Hearts, Hands, Head, Health). 

Eastern Star - Women's side of the Masonic Order. 

FCHA - Fort Clatsop Historical Association. 

GA - George Award presented by Astoria Chamber of Commerce to honor Astorians who did not wait for 
"George" to do something. The most honored Chamber award has been presented to residents since 1960. 
Jaycees - Junior Chamber of Commerce for young business leaders which seeks to do good works. 
KMUN - Volunteer community radio (FM station), 1984. 

LUBA - Oregon's Land Use Board of Appeals, 1979. 

NAMI - National Alliance on Mental Illness, 1985. 

NCWPC - North Coast Women's Political Caucus, 1975. 

OCF - Oregon Coast Foundation, 2009. 

OLCC - Oregon Liquor Control Commission, 1920's. 

PEO - Social club that raises scholarships for women returning to school. 

PP&L - Pacific Power and Light Company, 1910. 

PUUF - Pacific Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. 

3Rs - Astoria Committee to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle the goods and foods used by citizens, 1980. 
Regatta - Annual celebration of the Columbia River, 1884. Held annually in August, including parades, 
races, derbys and lots of fun. 

St. Vincent de Paul - Food and Clothes pantry for the needy. Housed at the Catholic Church, 1975. 
SETD - Sunset Empire Transportation District, public bus system, 1997. 

SOLYV - Save Oregon from Litter and Vandalism, 1970's. 

SMART - Start Making a Reader Today. Volunteers go to schools to help students read, 1992. 

Star of the Sea School - Catholic school. 

UNITED WAY - Local non-profit groups organize to raise money once a year to help support their 
programs. Began in the 1960's and $300,000.00 was raised in 2010. 

VOCA - Victory Over Child Abuse. A summer program for abused children, 1987. 

Women's Resource Center - Advocates for women's safety and health. Hotline, safe houses, thrift store 
counseling groups, and educational classes. 

WCTU - Women's Christian Temperance Union, 1880's-1930's. 

WINGS - Women Interested in Going to School. An all day conference helping women who want to 
continue their education. Sponsored by Seaside and Astoria AAUW and CCC, 2001. 

WWI - 2nd World War, 1938-1945. 

YMCA - Young Men's Christian Association, 1912. 
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AAUW's 100 ASTORIA WOMEN PROJECT 


Inspired by the celebration of Astoria's Bicentennial, the Astoria Branch of the American 
Association of University Women decided that women's contributions needed to be 
acknowledged. We determined that compiling a list of 100 women would be a suitable vehicle 
to express this recognition. As we embarked on this project, we did so with the great joy of 
remembering, discovering and saluting the contributions of the many women who helped make 
Astoria the unique city we cherish. 

The 100 Astoria Women Project Committee initially found few women who were 
publicly noted for their contributions to the Astoria community prior to the 1960's. Our research 
reflected that if a woman were acknowledged, she was usually identified by marital status -- 
"Mrs. John Doe." It also became quite clear that women's contributions to the Astoria 
community were relegated to a secondary or inconsequential status. The Committee was 
therefore able to identify many more women who provided community leadership after the mid- 
1960's when Title [X, Equal Rights Amendment efforts and Civil Rights legislation opened 
doors for women to more fully participate in business, political and governmental life. As a 
result of this history the 100 Astoria Women List catalogs more women who made "First in 
Their Field," professional and community service contributions after 1965. 

The final AAUW 100 Astoria Women Project List is the result of a challenging selection 
process. Women's contributions extended into every aspect of our community. It should go 
without saying, but we wish to make sure that it is emphasized, that a much larger number of 
women could and should be honored for the generous, nurturing, accomplished and productive 
lives they led during Astoria's first two hundred years. 

Our List has been divided into 3 sections: (1) Women who were "Firsts" in their field, (2) 
Women who should be recognized for their volunteer services, and (3) Women who should be 
recognized for their educational, professional, political and/or writing contributions. The "Firsts" 
category refers to women who were the first to attain a place of power or perform a service 
previously held or done only by men. The primary criterion we used to name a woman in the 
second and third categories was consideration of the magnitude of their contributions to Astoria. 

Please join with us in celebrating the lives and contributions of these 100 Women during 
Astoria's Bicentennial Celebration! 


WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO AAUW MEMBERS WHO SERVED ON THIS 
COMMITTEE: Patricia Garner, Charlotte Langsev, Rosalie McCleary, Sara Meyer, 
Edith Henningsgaard Miller, Jane Tucker, Janet Weidman, Donna Wright 
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THESE WOMEN ARE "FIRSTS" IN THEIR FIELDS 
Listed in alphabetical order by first name. 


Adelaine Sather - First "George Award" winner, 1964. Helped organize mental health 
association and thrift shop. Helped clean up 21 empty store fronts. Active in ACC, Regatta, Girl 
Scouts, CCHS, Eagles and Rebekahs. Leader in Daughters of Norway founded by her mother 
and grandmother in 1910. Miss Sather received the first female "honorary corpsman degree" at 
Tongue Point Job Corps in 1968 for her volunteer efforts there. 


Anita Decker - First female District Manager for PP&L, 1990. As President of the Astoria- 
Warrenton Chamber of Commerce she was successful in obtaining state and local funding for the 
satellite Chamber office in Warrenton to support area tourism. Founding member of Liberty 
Theater Restoration, Inc., past President and current member of the Liberty Theater Board. 
Participated in the Mayor's Leaders' Roundtable and served on the Oregon State Board of 
Education. 


Anita Schacher - First to form and build a non-profit assisted living/long term care facility in 
1999 called Clatsop Retirement Village. Her work has set standards for innovative care for the 
elderly on state and national levels. On the Hospice Board for 10 years and CCC Early 
Intervention Board. Active with the Catholic church and school. 


Ann Lewis - First woman county school superintendent, 1930's - 1940's. She taught at 
Alderbrook in the 1920's. 


Ann Yancey Sterret - First female AHS Student Body President, 1959. Ann has had a long 
diplomatic career. 


Barbara Boelling - First to open an artists' co-op gallery (Balliwick Gallery) that encouraged 
artists to be both creative and entrepreneurial, 1973-76. On the first Board for KMUN radio 
where she also was a programmer and story-teller. AHS teacher. 


Bethenia Owens Adair - First woman country doctor for Astoria, 1887-1898. She was 1 of 
2431 female physicians in the USA out of a total of 85,671 in 1880. She was a suffragist, 
feminist, teacher, eugenics advocate and reformer. 


Cecelia Mae Beyler - First female principal at Gray School in the 1930's and an AAUW 
founding member in 1927. 


Cheri Folk - GA 1990. First CEO of Bank of Astoria, 1992-2009. She was Chairman of Oregon 
Bankers Association and served on boards for Independent Bankers Association. She served as 
President of FCHA, CMH Foundation, CCC Foundation, United Way, ACC, Rotary Club, 
CEDC, Seafood Consumer Center, Liberty Restoration inc., AHS Scholarship Foundation. She 
serves on the Oregon Community Foundation North Coast Leadership Council. 


Cindy Howe - First to organize a county bus system SETD, 1993. Facilitated in production of 
seven movies and numerous ad campaigns. Active on the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial 
promotions, Astoria Trolley, Star of the Sea School and ASOC. 


Cornelia Rockwell - Founder of the local Children's Home, 1910-1922. 
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Debra Dempsey - First woman Columbia River Bar Pilot, 1994. First American woman 
licensed as a master mariner and first woman to graduate from a US Maritime Academy. She 
served on the Camp Kiwanilong Board and VOCA. 


Edith Henningsgaard-Miller - GA 1981. First woman YMCA President, 1959. Received the 
Distinguished Service Award for the Jaycees in 1963. First woman mayor of Astoria, 1983-90. 
During her tenure she began the Riverwalk/downtown revitalization and restoration of the 
Astoria Column. She was the first Astorian to serve on the Oregon State Film and Video Board 
and was President of the League of Oregon Cities. She served on the Boards of the Liberty 
Restoration, Inc., Welfare, Red Cross and OCF. She was drive chairman for United Way, 
President of League of Women Voters and Honorary Chairman of Bicentennial Committee. 


Edna Packard - Founder of Readers Theater, 1980. Director for AAUW Dessert Readers 
Theater, an evening to raise scholarship monies 1983-1997. First "Mama" for Shanghaied In 
Astoria, 1984. 


Ethlyn Lindstrom - GA 1971. Active in the early community exchanges with Tongue Point Job 
Corps members and peace efforts of the Baha'i Faith. She helped organize PTAs in Oregon and 
was the first woman Astoria School District Board member in the late 1940's and was State PTA 
president, 1950. 


Evelyn Leahy Hankel - Co-founder of Cumtux, the CCHS quarterly historical magazine, in 
1980 and editor 1986-88. She was a writer, teacher, principal, USO volunteer and active in the 
Catholic Church. 


Iris Sullivan-Daire - Co-owner of the first collective bakery using organic foods, 2006. Creator 
of Lughnasa Festival. Board member of North Coast Food Web. Community Ambassador for 
Ford Foundation's leadership program. 


Jane Barnes - First white female at Fort Astoria. She was courted by the son of Chief 
Comcomly and returned to England shortly after 1812. 


Jeanne Maddox-Peterson - Founder and director of Maddox Dance Studio, 1950. Coached the 
award-winning dance teams at AHS since 1989 and directed "Nutcracker" ballet performances 
sinco9/ 5: 


June Spence - GA 1994. First female Port of Astoria Commissioner, 1980-87. Served as 
Commissioner for Oregon State Parks and Clatsop County. She serves on the CRMM Board of 
Trustees and the Astoria Bicentennial Steering Committee. She was the first woman President of 
the American Public Works Association and had a 26-year career with Public Works for 
Vancouver, Washington, including working as Manager. 


Juanita Price - Founder of NAMI Clatsop Affiliate, 1995. She continues as an advocate and 
volunteer lobbyist. Children's librarian and career journalist. WWII photographer in US Marine 
Corps. Active in AAUW and First Presbyterian Church. 


Katherine Chenet Barker - First professional librarian, 1914-1941. She established the first 
branch lending library on Alameda Avenue. 


Mae Wheeler - First woman log scaler for the Columbia River Scaling and Grading Bureau, 
1941-43. She was a cook on the seining grounds and on the ferries. 


Margaret (Peg) Christie - GA 1991. Founder of Clatsop County Food Bank, 1960. Volunteer 
director, 1989-2008. Active leader in 4-H since 1956, and in the First Presbyterian Church. 


Margaret Frimoth - Founder of VOCA camps/Healing Circle, 1988. Received US 
Congressional record for VOCA and the Governor's Volunteer Award for VOCA in 1991. 
Executive Director for Women's Resource Center and current Coordinator for Lives in 
Transition at CCC. Advocate for children and gender fairness. Served on State and National 
Commissions on Drug and Violent Crime, and Health and Human Services. Helped with the 
successful implementation of personal safety curriculum in our public schools. 


Marjorie Halderman - First Astoria home owner to be on the Historic Homes Register, 1963. 
She was a third generation family member to live in her home at Sth & Bond Street. AHS 
Librarian, Friday Music Club and AAUW. 


Mary Elizabeth Sikkus Lattie - First woman and only Native American in Clatsop County to 
be a land holder, 1850. Her daughter Helen Lattie Cloutrie cooked for the VanDusen family and 
later ran a tourist home in Seaside. 


Mary Steinbock - GA 1985. First promoter of sister city relationship with Waldorf, Germany, 
1955. First woman to receive Jaycees Distinguished Service Award, 1957. 


Mary E. Strong Kinney - First Justice of the Peace and the third woman elected to the Oregon 
Congress, 1921-26. She was able to pass the first law that allowed women to serve on juries and 
the first bill to authorize fishways at all natural obstructions. The only Senator to introduce and 
gain passage of a Reforestation Bill. She owned and managed the Clatsop Mill after the death of 
her husband in 1898. In 1914, she donated $2000.00 to help build the YMCA. 


May Spexarth Miller - Powerful advocate to transfer ownership of the Flavel House to the 
Historical Society when the County was planning to tear it down. Worked to pass a county levy 
to support a Historical Society in 1951 and became its volunteer secretary, 1954-79. Active in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Eastern Star and the Garden Club. 


Minnie Hill - First woman to receive a master's license as a steamboat pilot on the Pacific Coast, 
1886. 


Mrs. F. E. (Gladys) Chambers - The elected "organizing" President for Astoria AAUW, May 
12, 1927. She served until April, 1928 when Mrs. A. C. Hampton was elected and served two 
terms. AAUW chartered with 25 members, and that grew to 48 by 1930. 


Mrs. J.C. Trullinger - First leader for the Clatsop County Suffrage Association, serving as 
President for 20 years, 1870-90. Her daughter, Belle assumed leadership and then became the 
first lady of Oregon with husband Governor Geer in 1899. 


Mrs. E. M. Cherry and Sadie Gaug - Started the American Red Cross Chapter in Astoria, 
1917. Active in making supplies to support the troops during the first world war. 


Mrs. John Frost - First school teacher, 1840. She taught seven students who met in a fur 
trading post. 
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Nancy Magathan - Organizer for Clatsop County Hospice program that offers compassionate 
assistance at the end of life, 1981. Organized breast cancer survivor groups and family support 
groups and worked to obtain Susan P. Komen grants to help women receive breast screenings. 
Created programs to help train volunteer hospice workers. Volunteer in schools and with First 
Lutheran Church. 


Narcissa White Kinney - Organized the first public Astoria library, 1891. The library was 
formed to help "fight the evils of alcohol." Narcissa was an active member of the Young 
Women's Christian Temperance Union. 


Nellie Smith Vernon, MD - First female Astoria Health Officer, 1907. She set sanitary 
standards for Astoria and later Clatsop County. She was asked to oversee the County's efforts to 
combat the Spanish flu epidemic of 1918 and her work helped to stem the death toll. 


Patricia Flavel - Patricia donated the Flavel House to the county in 1937. It was then used for 
the Red Cross and for storage until it was deeded to the Historical Society in 1950. 


Paula Brownhill - First appointed female Circuit Court Judge, 1994. Organized Clatsop County 
Family Drug Court and involved in Youth Peer Court, 2007. She helped establish family law 
mediation protocols for the Circuit Court. She helped organize and has served on the State 
Firearms and Domestic Violence Task Force and has served since 1998 on the State Family Law 
Advisory Committee. 


Shirley Vergeer - First traveling County Health Nurse, 1937-41, and in that capacity conducted 
pediatric examinations for children throughout Clatsop County. She established the County 
Health Department office. 


Susan Skinner - First to bring midwifery to Columbia Memorial Hospital and the first nurse 
midwife in Clatsop County, 1985. Ardent advocate for international peace, staging a weekly 
peace vigil since 1999. Early promoter for the use of organic gardening techniques. 


THESE WOMEN ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE TO ASTORIA 


Aletha Westerberg - GA 1976. Active in Jaycees and Chairperson for the March of Dimes 
Drive. Active in Mix 'n Match Mothers of Twins and the Northwest Association of Mothers of 
Twins. Musical membership with North Coast Strummers and Cannon Beach Chorus. Astoria 
Riverfront Trolley driver. Grace Episcopal Church leader. 


Anne Morden - GA 1992. Home Economics Teacher Middle School, 1979-1990. Leader in 
AAUW, First Methodist Church, and PEO. Docent at the CRMM. Served Clatsop Community 
College Foundation Board, ALFA and Hospice Board. Was part of the Needlepoint Group that 
made the CCHS Astoria Wall Hanging and covered the Flavel House dining room chairs in the 
1980's. Ann was an original SMART reader volunteer, served on the Board for SMART program 
and sings with the North Coast Chorale. 


Anne Barbey - GA 1976. Jaycee Distinguished Service Award, 1961. On Boards for Red 
Cross, Clatsop County Welfare Board, League of Women Voters. She served many years as 
President and Drive Chairman for United Way. 


Anne Washer - GA 1973. Helped establish a tax base for Clatsop Care Center. Active in 
bringing about extended care services. Supporter for the Senior Center. 


Barbara Roberts - GA 2004. Began Wishing Tree program, 1994. Volunteer with the Crab 
Festival, SOLV, Beta Sigma Phi, Civil War Re-enactors, Astoria Warrenton Chamber 
Ambassador and local youth activities. One of 10 "Most Valuable Volunteers in Oregon" in 
1979: 


Betty Farmer - GA 1977. Volunteer in Red Cross, Regatta, United Way and March of Dimes. 


Carol Moore - GA 1987. Life member of AAUW and past President. Research volunteer for 
CCHS and CRMM for 40 years. Case worker for Oregon Department of Social Services with 
primary focus in assisting women and children. 


Charlene Larsen - GA 2011. Forty-five year volunteer and leader of the Astoria Regatta and 
member of Anchor Club, Astoria Lions, Friday Music Club, Assistance League, and First 
Lutheran Church. She is on the board of Hope House and Board President of the North Coast 
Symphony, and is the current President of CC Long Term Disaster Relief Program. 


Donna Holmstedt - GA 2004. Created and served as coordinator for the Christmas Basket 
program,1994 -2009. Volunteer for the Scandinavian Midsummer Festival and summer food 
program for youth. Leader in First Lutheran church. VOCA Camp volunteer, 1989-1995. 


Eleanor Forrester - Business manager for the Daily Astorian and East Oregonian where she is 
a third generation family owner, 1970-97. Active in AAUW and PEO. She served on boards of 
Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Oregon Commission on the Humanities. 


Janet Weidman - LaLeche League leader since 1984. Board member for ALFA and volunteer 
coordinator for children's reading program. Volunteer for AHS swim team and Liberty Theater 
Guild. Active in AAUW and Grace Episcopal Church. 


Jean Anderson - GA 1985. Volunteer for United Way, CCHS, Friday Musical Club and 
Chamber of Commerce. She helped organize the Crab and Seafood Festival in 1983, and the 
first Dixieland Jubilee in 1978. She was in charge of the Flavel House volunteers and was a 
prime mover in the 1980's renovations of the mansion. 


Josie Peper - Spearheaded the movement to establish Clatsop Community College Day Care 
Center for children of students, 1976. Served on CC Commission for Children & Families, 
Astoria's 3Rs Committee, KMUN programmer and officer for Netel Grange. Volunteer manager 
for the Community Store that began 1974, that continues today as the Astoria Cooperative, an 
organic food store that is member supported. Liberty Theater Guild and SMART volunteer. 


Judith P. Niland - GA 1992. Instrumental in leading a non-profit community theatre 
organization, the Astor Street Opry Company and the longest running original musical 
melodrama "Shanghaied in Astoria," 1984 to present. Artist and promoter of the creative arts. 


Karen Kenyon - Active leader in AAUW, co-organizer WINGS Conference, 2001. ALFA 
Board member and children's reader at the library and Lewis & Clark school. Assisted in 
establishing SMART program. 
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Lenore Hauke - GA 1978. Many years as an volunteer with the Scandinavian F estival, First 
Lutheran Church and public schools. Organized the Volunteer Pink Ladies at Columbia 
Memorial Hospital was a charter Lioness member. A volunteer hair cutter for residents at 
Clatsop Care Center. 


Louise Fulton - 1978 GA for her support of the fishing industry, Scandinavian Festival and 
school activities. 


Marlene Mestrich - GA 1989. Anchor Skipper, President and festival organizer for the Regatta 
Parade. Instrumental in obtaining the presence of the United States Navy ships and the Portland 
Rosarians in the Regatta. Strong advocate in reviving the Regatta Court selection process and its 
role with the festival, 1990 to present. Chair of the Portland Rose Festival Fleet Committee. 


Melba O'Bryant - GA 2002. Helped organize and decorate downtown Astoria for the Christmas 
season. She was a volunteer, with Scandinavian Festival, Regatta Court, Hospice Auction and a 
Lioness. 


Nancy Lockett - 2006 GA for her help in getting the Astoria Riverfront Trolley on the tracks in 
1999. She continues to be a driver and conductor. 


Pat Bugas - 1973 GA for service on United Way Board, CMH, local schools, St. Mary's 
Catholic Church and fishing matters. 


Peggy Goodenberger - 1980 GA for her AAUW work with Readers Dessert Theater, Astoria 
Food Bank, Job Corps community exchanges and Presbyterian Church leadership. 


Phyllis Dubb - GA 1990. Active leader in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, Crab Festival and 
Grace Episcopal Church. 


Phyllis Reuter - Founded and chaired AAUW Astoria branch "Adelante" bookclub to explore 
cultural diversity. Active advocate for peace and for environmental movement. CCHS and 
Christian Scientist Reading Room volunteer. Library volunteer. 


Rae Goforth - GA 1986. Unofficial "Mayor of Uniontown," 1970-current. Organized 
restoration of Astoria Doughboy Monument and creation of the Maritime Memorial. Active 
leadership in CCHS & CRMM and Special Olympics. Organized Elderhostel opportunities and 
led local historical tours. 


Rosemary Johnson - One of originators of the Halloween Monster Bash, 1982, and Lower 
Columbia Preservation Society, 2005. Chair, Clatsop County's 50th Anniversary of WWII. 
Active trainer in Boy Scouts of America. The Easter bunny for the towns' Easter Egg Hunt for 20 
years, member NW Civil War Council. Fort Clatsop volunteer. Member of Astoria Downtown 
Association's Historic Design Committee and the Bicentennial committee. 


Sandra Kalander - GA 1988. President of Scandinavian Festival, 1986-89. Regatta Board 
member, Skipper of Anchor Club. Active in the Scandinavian Festival, Sons of Norway, 


Icelandic Club and Boy and Girl Scouts. 


Sister Pat McCann - Catholic Sister who became an advocate for our senior citizens. She was a 
force in getting a Senior Center active at 12th & Franklin in the early 1980's. She did hours of 
interviews for airing on KMUN radio where she was an original programmer. 
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Sue Davies Collins - GA 1997. Strong advocate for Historic Downtown Association, Astoria 
Arts Celebrations, Children's Museum and restoring the old BumbleBee headquarters at 6th & 
the River. 


Velma Kee - GA 1991. Volunteer supporter for soldiers in the Iraq War's Desert Storm period 
in the 1990's. Anchor Club leader and active in CC Search and Rescue, 4-H programs, County 
Fair and North Coast Republican Women. Foster parenting for 20 years. 


THESE WOMEN ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR EDUCATIONAL, 
PROFESSIONAL, POLITICAL AND WRITING CONTRIBUTIONS 


Alice Turina - Volunteer girls volleyball coach at Star of the Sea School, 1968-1999. Helped 
with basketball and other school activities as needed. Started St. Vincent's de Paul for Astoria, 
1975. Outreach support for Clatsop County Care Center. 


Arline LaMear - Leader in NCWPC, AAUW and PUUF. Served on the Astoria Planning 
Commission. Elected to the Astoria City Council where she currently serves as President, 2011. 
Member CRMM, Angora Club, Turnaround Trekkers, Volkswalk Club. CASA volunteer since 
2001. Children's author and donated playground equipment for Children's Park at 6th & 
Commercial Street. 


Betsy Wooten - Beloved teacher, Astoria High School, 1935-65. Great high school sports 
supporter. Active in AAUW. 


Betty Phillips - She was the first female Astoria Clown where she played the calliope for most 
parades, 1970-2000. She was a piano teacher and performer and master accompanist for many 
school groups, plays and brought the joy of music to all. 


Beverly Cox - Active 1975-2000. NCWPC and League of Women Voters. Significant 
contribution in the formation of the Clatsop County Home Rule Charter in 1986. Active in 
Beyond War movement and local Democratic Party. Faculty at CCC. 


Carla Oja - Tapiola Pool manager, 1974 until it closed. AHS swim team coach. Long time 
advocate for an indoor pool and campaigned for the funding of the Astoria Aquatics Center. 
Swim teacher since 1970. Active in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 


Carol Newman - Arts advocate and Peace activist, 1980 to present. KMUN Community Radio 
programmer and volunteer. Theater and dance performer. International dancer and folklorist in 
schools and community. Volunteer for VOCA, Hospice, Liberty Theater Guild and River 
Theater. Active in CPASJ, NCWPC, Women's Resource Center and the local Jewish 


community. 


Clara Young Waffle - Served as a practicing physician and helped form the Friday Music Club, 
1900-1930's. 


Dora Badollet - Recognized as the "Florence Nightingale" teacher for Astoria schools, 1880- 
1930. The CC College Library is named in her honor. 
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Ebba Wicks Brown - Oregon's second female architect, 1938. First woman appointed to 
Oregon State Board of Architect Examiners in 1960. Born in and practiced as an architect in 
Astoria. 1900-1985. 


Emilia Bohm - 1924-1980's. Union organizer working for better conditions and wages. Officer 
in Finnish Brotherhood 1924-30 and joined the Finnish Federation in 1930. Member in Suomi 
Hall. Helped to organize the Youngs Bay Dairy Co-op. She led marches to provide surplus food 
for Astorians during the Depression. She tried to keep the "Tovari" newspaper Finns from being 
deported after they were accused of being communists and the paper was shut down in 1931. 


Gail Collins - GA 1987. Mounted campaign to keep an aluminum plant from locating in 
Warrenton. Active in Clatsop Environmental Council since its formation in 1973. Served on 
boards of Coastal Conservation Council, League of Women Voters, Juvenile Services Council, 
YMCA, LUBA and AAUW. Volunteer in the restoration of the Flavel House. 


Gerry Swenson - Clatsop Community College instructor and CCC Foundation Board member. 
Strong advocate for students, 1965-current. Named first recipient of Spirit of Clatsop College 
Award, 2008. 


Isabella Willsie - Founding member for AAUW, 1927. Dean of girls at Astoria High School 
where she taught for 25 years, retiring in 1953. 


Jackie Taylor - Oregon State Representative 1990's. Served on the Oregon Commission for 
Women, NCWPC and on the original board for the Women's Pioneer House. 


Jane L. Hill - Teacher and Principal for Knappa -Clatskanie schools, Family Mediator-Dispute 
Resolution, Diaconal Minister, arts and music advocate, 1960-present. KMUN programmer. 


Judy Bigby - Principal and teacher Astor School, 1970-2005. Admired for high standards and 
promoting teamwork among students, faculty and community. Served as an Educational 
Surrogate, University supervisor and member of the American Leadership Forum. Serves on 
Governor's Commission on Families and Children and OCF. 


Julia Ruuttila - Writer, speaker and labor organizer, who always worked for the "underdog." 
She was an active union organizer, member of I.W.W . (Industrial Workers of the World) and 
C.I.0.,(Congress of Industrial Organizations) and local unions, 1951-1965. 


Kay Hellberg - Director and Public Health Nurse at CC Health Department. Long time 
advocate for AIDS awareness and family planning and maternal child health programs. 


Karen Mellin - Provided significant services to Clatsop County Women's Crisis Service, 1987- 
94. Active in NCWPC and Democratic Party. Served two terms on the Clatsop Community 
College Board beginning in 2001 and elected to the Astoria City Council in 2010. 


Laura Hogy - Managed the Astoria Commercial College in the 1920's. Founding member of 
Astoria branch of AAUW. 


Lawanda Dark - Journalist and writer of Northwest history, 1950-1985. She wrote many 
articles about the Port of Astoria. 
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Liisa Penner - Volunteer at CCHS, 1985. Historian at CCHS, 1992-current. Editor of Cumtux. 
Expert in local genealogy and history. 


Mary Lum Wong Fong Ho - Business owner of Lum Quing & Company, 6th & Bond, after her 
husband had a stroke, 1938. Also opened and managed a dry goods store next door and was an 
owner of the Rosecrest Apartments. Deaconess for First Baptist Church, member of Astoria 
Garden Club and volunteer for CC Extension Service. Encouraged her three daughters to be 
educated: two became nurses and one a pharmacist, all "staying in Astoria." Six granddaughters 
have degrees and four remain in the Astoria area. 


Minnie Lum - Known as "Auntie Min." She was the first Chinese beautician, coming to town 
in 1920. She owned the Mynetta Beauty Shop which was popular with women from all areas of 
society, including women of high status and wealth, as well as women from waterfront bordellos. 


Pat Burness - 1995 GA. Director of Astoria Womens Resource Center. Women's advocate. 
Active with Community Action, Pioneer House Board, United Way and Brownie Troop 1031. 


Phillippa Mardesich - Journalist, newspaper columnist and author, 1920-1940's. Wrote for 
Cumtux in the 1980's. 


Polly McKean Bell - Author of local history. She helped to save the Flavel house from being 
demolished for a parking lot in 1950. She assisted in siting Fort Astoria at 15th and Exchange. 
She helped locate and preserve memories of Fort Clatsop. 


Vera Gault - GA 1990. CCC Instructor. Early advocate for Historical Homes Preservation. 
She wrote 172 weekly columns in The Daily Astorian on local history and two walking tour 
guide books still in use. 
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